
 
 

COVID-19  
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS 

 
 
 
February 9, 2022 
 
To:         All Parents/Guardians of Students in Grades K-12 
From:    Cheryl Gilmore, Superintendent 
Re:  Government of Alberta Public Health Measures 
 
Good afternoon, 
Tuesday evening, the Government of Alberta announced plans to gradually lift public health 
restrictions, in three steps. 
 
Starting today, as part of Step 1, the Government of Alberta has removed the Restrictions Exemption 
Program. 
 
For Lethbridge School Division, the implications of that decision for spectators at extra-curricular and 
co-curricular events are as follows: 
- school gyms with a capacity of 500-1,000 spectators are limited to 500 spectators 
- school gyms with a capacity of over 1,000 spectators are limited to 50-per-cent capacity 
- the requirements concerning one-third capacity and two-metre social distancing have been 

removed 
- adult spectators are required to wear masks inside our venues. At this time, it is our understanding 

spectators aged 13-18 will also have to wear masks at this juncture. Once clarity is provided from 
the province, the Division will alter this as necessary. 

 
At this time, procedure 700.3.4 remains in place during regular school hours. This procedure requires 
all adult visitors (including parents) to provide proof of vaccination or proof of a negative COVID test 
(as defined in the procedure) when attending a Division facility during the regular school day. We will 
update you on changes to this procedure once we have information from the province. 
 
Starting Monday, the Province of Alberta has announced the removal of mandatory masks for 
children from ECS and Grade 12 while attending school. The Medical Health Order will be lifted on 
Sunday to accommodate this change. As such, the Division will proceed with this change to masking 
on Monday, as per the province’s direction. 
 
Masks will still be required for adults, including teachers, administrators and other school staff, 
including bus drivers.  
 
Further to the topic of masks, direction from the Minister of Education states, “as of Feb. 14, 2022, 
school boards will not be empowered by provincial health order or recommendations from the 
CMOH to require ECS-Grade 12 students to be masked to attend school or to ride a school bus.” 
 
The Minister also added, “School authorities cannot deny their students access to in-person 
education due to their personal decision to wear or not wear a mask in schools. Individual family 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lethsd.ab.ca%2Fdownload%2F380128&data=04%7C01%7CLeeAnne.Tedder%40lethsd.ab.ca%7C5100c07663e443c4ea9e08d9ec045445%7C3c0e8b63e64e4c8da40f1d213b670472%7C0%7C0%7C637800325609276963%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=ZpBI62xdCwNvaT7gL%2BEkPq2BDFbZVuQg2hXJo5rPip4%3D&reserved=0


choices need to be respected and students should not be stigmatized for their choice related to 
masking going forward, similarly to their personal vaccination status.” 
 
Step 2 will be effective on March 1, 2022. Changes involved in Step 2 will include the removal of the 
provincial mask requirement, removal of capacity limits for large venues, the removal of cohorting 
requirements in schools, the removal of screening for youth activities and the removal of social 
gathering limits. 
 
No timeframe has been set for Step 3, which will include the removal of the mandatory isolation 
requirement. 
 
Please note, the province has also released a new COVID-19 Alberta Health Daily Checklist, which can 
be found here: CHECKLIST. 
 
The Division is also awaiting further information from the province, as an update to the Alberta 
COVID-19 Guidance for Schools (K-12) and School Buses is expected to be released later this week. 
 
Take care, 

Cheryl 
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